
Grandma’s Wild Garden
Written by Richard Morss

Sample Episode:
The Leaf Thief, the 

Squirrel and the 
Shrinking Shrew

ACTION AUDIO Secs

Title Sequence:
NULA and DAN play in the garden, 
watched by GRANDMA from the house. 
and (highlit in turns) a host of Wildlife 
Characters.

 Title Music.
15

OPENING SEQUENCE: 

Ext. Garden. Near Veg patch.  Autumn.

DAN and NULA are busy examining the 
pumpkins growing in the Veg. patch, 
which is a fairly riotous and random 
mixture of edible plants.  

Behind the twins is a small thicket of 
bushes with a camera lens poking out 
of it. NULA skips around all the big 
orange fruit, while DAN is focused on a 
smaller slightly malformed specimen 
that seems to have a bulbous nose 
growing out of it.

GRANDMA pokes her head out of the 
back of the thicket.

She ducks back into the thicket, and 
DAN and NULA leave the pumpkins and 
join her in the bushes.

POV. Camera Lens, Patch of Garden.

The Camera slowly pans across the 
patch of garden, sometimes moving up 
or down depending on the placement of 
the characters. Each character is 
highlighted as it is name checked. 

First up is a RED SQUIRREL peeping 
out of its drey in the junction of two 
branches high up in a tree that has kept 
most of its foliage. 

At ground level and by zooming in to a 
grassy tussock we see the long snout of 
a tiny PYGMY SHREW.

Lastly, half in and half out of a hole in 
the earth we see the tail of an 

NULA:
I like this one and this one 
and this one and this one..

DAN
This one’s called Griswold. 
(goes for an evil laugh) Heh! 
Heh! Heh!
GRANDMA
Pssst! If you’ve chosen your 
pumpkins, come over here 
and tell me who you can see.
NULA 
I can’t make my mind up!

(As the characters are name 
checked there is a suitable 
‘Ting!’ or other SFX)

DAN
Squirrel!!
NULA
I saw that too…

NULA
A Shrew! That’s all. Can’t see 
anything else…
DAN
There must be something 
else. Yes! A worm! See!

45
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EARTHWORM.

CUT TO
Int. Grandma’s House, Story area.

NULA and DAN together in a ‘snuggle 
chair’, both have steaming mugs of hot 
chocolate. Grandma comes to sit 
between them with her laptop. 

Pull in to the picture on the screen, 
which is a patch of the garden in story 
style with nothing in it except the 
vegetation.

A graphic appears with the title of the 
story.

NULA
Grandma, what’s the story 
called?

GRANDMA
Incoming!! Hold onto your 
mugs!

NULA
Grandma there’s nobody 
there.
GRANDMA 
I haven’t started yet have I? 
(She clears her throat)
The Leaf Thief the Squirrel 
and the Shrinking Shrew.
Music

___

(10)

STORY EXT GARDEN. AUTUMN. DAY

RED descends a tree trunk in short fast 
bursts, pausing to look around. He 
reaches the ground and sniffs the air, 
then moves towards an area where 
fallen leaves are dotted about.  He 
approaches one large attractive leaf. 

As he gets there the leaf upends and is 
pulled underground by its stalk.

RED jumps to the next leaf- it goes just 
a he gets there as does the next.

RED is startled and retreats. He picks 
up a cob nut he finds in the grass and 
has a thoughtful nibble, puts it down 
and heads back to the patch of leaves 
for another go. 

As RED nears his chosen leaf he 
moves on exaggerated tiptoe. He 
pounces and finds himself nose to nose 
with PYGMY SHREW who nips his 
nose. RED jumps into the air and 
scuttles back up the tree.  

Another leaf starts to vanish into the 
ground but PYGMY sinks her teeth into 
the end of it and a struggle ensues that 
rapidly ends with PYGMY’S long nose 
squashed, with the tip of the leaf tearing 
and the rest of it going underground. 
PYGMY quickly gobbles the leaf tip, her 

GRANDMA
It was Autumn, and Red the 
Squirrel was very busy. He 
needed more leaves to keep 
him warm in his drey.
NULA
That’s his nest isn’t it.
DAN
Where did that leaf go?
GRANDMA
Red was confused too. He 
tried another leaf- and then 
another! Someone or 
something was beating him to 
them every time.

Things were not going well 
for RED that morning!

But PYGMY was so hungry! 
She had to eat almost her 
own weight every day just to 
keep going! And Winter 

180

(20)

___

(20)
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nose twitching and then leading her off 
among the leaves once more.

RED looks determined, and descends 
from his tree once more, he affects 
nonchalance, and with a cunning look 
saunters away from the area with the 
most leaves still on the ground- whilst 
keeping and eye on it.

PYGMY seems unable to leave the 
area, she bumbles around in haphazard 
circuits, her nose twitching frantically.

The leaves where RED is circling and 
PYGMY is snuffling suddenly start to 
move. RED and PYGMY pounce, 
turning and jumping or trotting and 
biting. And everywhere he lands, RED 
misses the leaf and is nipped by 
PYGMY until all the leaves moving have 
disappeared. 

RED scuttles off and rubs his nipped 
nose. 

PYGMY’s nose continues to twitch and 
she pauses for a moment to catch her 
breath.

wasn’t far away.

Red decided he would get to 
the bottom of this mystery 
come what may- he became 
very cunning…

Pygmy was hunting 
desperately for  something- 
but where was it?

There it is!
Ow! 
No there!
Oo!
There then!
Aagh!
Gottit!
Eeek!
This time!
Ouch!  Red’s nose was as 
sore as a sore thing that was 
really sore! Poor Pygmy was 
still very hungry, and still 
smelt something- mmm! 
delicious!

(30)

A cloud comes over the sun and the 
garden darkens. Leaves fall, blown by 
the wind; time passes.

The morning wore on. The 
sun went behind thick grey 
clouds, a wind got up, it felt 
colder.

(7)

RED is carrying a large nut to his horde, 
hidden at the bottom of the tree, he 
checks to make sure no-one is looking, 
and then prances off and collects 
another nut to add to the store.  Then 
he pauses and looks back over to 
where PYGMY is.

RED gave up on the leaves 
and collected some more 
nuts for his very secret winter 
store instead. But he was still 
curious….

(8)

PYGMY is still in the area where all the 
leaves have gone underground. She 
homes in on what appears to be a hole 
in the ground. 

The shadow of a leaf falls across
Her and she is covered as it drops to 
the ground with its stalk pointing 
towards the hole.

The leaf moves as PYGMY prepares 
herself.

WORMER appears from the hole and 

PYGMY was a shrew 
possessed. There was dinner 
in that there hole!

And bait to catch it with!

NULA
What’s bait?

See if you can work it out.

The trap was set. PYGMY got 
ready to pounce.

(30)
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takes the stalk in his mouth and is about 
to pull it in when PYGMY shoots out 
from under the leaf and clamps her jaws 
around his neck. WORMER lets go the 
leaf as PYGMY starts to pull him out of 
the ground.

WORMER looks startled. PYGMY looks 
fierce. WORMER shoots out of the hole 
and PYGMY tumbles over with the 
sudden release. The mucus all over 
WORMER makes him slick and he 
escapes from PYGMY’S jaws and dives 
back into the hole. His tail re-emerges 
and ‘bitch-slaps’ PYGMY as she 
bumbles back towards the hole.

It was Wormer the 
Earthworm. Yikes!! Did you 
know that Shrews are the 
fiercest animals in the world?

Wormer discovered that for 
himself. Poor thing.

Luckily the slime that helped 
him move through the earth 
also helped him slip out of 
Pygmy’s jaws and he got 
away!

Poor Pygmy. 
PYGMY stands folorn in the garden, the 
wind ruffles her whiskers, she shivers, 
blinks and suddenly with a graphic 
POP! She leaps from the ground and 
lands- and looks around confused. She 
is about 20% smaller than she was.

She was getting cold. She 
was hungry- her mouth was 
watering with the delicious 
taste of Earthworm and to top 
it all- 
(SFX POP!!)
She was getting smaller!! 

(10)

PYGMY stops shivering, relaxes and 
looks at the camera.

RED does a looking at watch gesture 
and drums a foot.

DAN:
She didn’t really get smaller 
did she?

Yes- that really happens to 
shrews in the winter- but over 
time, not with a (SFX POP!!) 
like that. But this is only a 
short story. So-

(10)

PYGMY, smaller, is shivering and 
looking very sorry for herself.

Focus on RED in the background who 
has been watching this. He shakes his 
head and bounces towards PYGMY, 
looks at her quizzically; she goes to bite 
his nose again, and he backs off, taking 
the leaf that fell on PYGMY with him. He 
heads off back to his Drey.

PYGMY was in trouble. She 
badly needed to eat, even 
though now she was smaller 
she didn’t need to eat quite 
so much.

And she was still fierce!

(7)

Int. RED’S drey. Day 

RED brings a few leaves into his Drey, 
he scrabbles around sorting them and 
making them comfortable. He curls up 
as if to go to sleep, wrapped in his 
bushy tail. His head pops out again and 
he leaves the Drey.

At last RED had the lining he 
needed for his nest. 

He was warm as a Snurgle in 
there, wrapped in his fluffy 
tail.

NULA
What’s a Snurgle?

(13)
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Something very warm indeed.

But Red couldn’t rest. Poor 
Pygmy!

Ext. Garden. Day.

PYGMY bumbles around some more, 
her nose twitching but there doesn’t 
seem to be anything to eat. .

RED arrives at the foot of the tree with a 
nut in his mouth.

He carries it to PYGMY and drops it in 
front of her questing nose. She tries to 
bite him but is distracted by the nut, 
which she falls on hungrily.

TRANSITION

She was slower as well as 
smaller so hunting was even 
more difficult.

RED couldn’t bear it. So he 
took a nut to PYGMY.

She tried to bite him again 
but once she smelt the nut 
she just ate.

(15)

Ext. Garden/Int. Worm Tunnel/Int Drey. 
Dusk.

PYGMY, rounder now she has eaten, 
bumbles into a tussock among leaf litter 
and disappears.

RED, good deed done, settles down in 
his drey wrapped in his tail.

WORMER in his tunnel, munches on 
the store of leaves that block the 
entrance.

A final image includes all three 
characters in their ‘homes’.

So PYGMY went to sleep 
with a full stomach at last.
(SFX Snoring)

RED had a warm winter lining 
in his drey.

And WORMER had escaped 
being eaten and got a store 
of food!

THE END.

(10)

Int. Grandma’s House. Story Area, 
Dusk.

DAN, GRANDMA and NULA still looking 
at the last picture on the screen of 
Grandma’s laptop.

NULA is noisily slurping the last of her 
hot chocolate. She bursts out laughing 
when GRANDMA mentions poo and 
sprays chocolate back into her mug.

DAN
Grandma, do worms really 
pull leaves under the ground?
GRANDMA
Yes they do. They eat the 
leaves and poo them out and 
that makes new soil.
NULA
<Splutters Laughs>
DAN 

45

(15)

5                                          www.IglooAnimations.com



GRANDMA closes the laptop and 
places the mugs on the coffee table.

She starts to leave.
CUT TO:

<Laughs.>
GRANDMA
Let’s go out and pick your 
pumpkins. Mum and Dad will 
be here soon.

Ext. Grandma’s Garden. Dusk.

DAN runs up to the pumpkin patch to 
find Griswold again, NULA walks more 
sedately with GRANDMA hand in hand.

Pleased, NULA skips off to try to decide 
on a pumpkin.

As GRANDMA comes to look we get a 
closer view of Griswold.

Grandma cuts Griswold from the plant.
NULA has become fascinated by one 
now.

GRANDMA has a look at NULA’s 
choice.

TRANSITION

NULA
Is bait something to do with 
traps. Like when people put 
cheese in mousetraps.  I like 
mice.
GRANDMA
Smart cookie!
DAN
Grandma! Look- mine has a 
face already! He’s called 
Griswold!
GRANDMA
He looks evil! I like his nose.

NULA
Grandma- do you think this 
one will do?
GRANDMA
Let me see… I think we can 
work with that… do you?

(20)

Ext. Grandma’s House. Early Eve.

It’s dark. DAN and NULA stand on the 
Verandah proudly holding their newly 
carved and lit pumpkins.
DAN’s Griswold is truly grotesque. 
NULA’s has a more friendly aspect. 
GRANDMA is taking a photo from 
below, when the headlights of a car light 
the garden and throw long scary 
shadows over the front of the house.

The TWINS blow out their pumpkin 
lights and trot off to the car, excited. 

GRANDMA
Okay- proud as peacocks 
now!

GRANDMA
That’s the shot! Terrific. (SFX 
Car Horn toots.) Off you go 
then. 

Eat lots, keep warm- you 
don’t want to shrink like 
Pygmy!

(10)

CLOSING CREDITS (15)
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